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Brief Biography

Jih-Sheng (Jason) Lai, graduated from NTNU industrial education with bachelor and master degrees
in 1975 and 1980, respectively. After receiving bachelor degree, he taught at Taichung Industrial High
School electrical and refrigeration department. After receiving master degree, he taught at Ming Chi
Institute of Technology as an instructor and department head of electrical engineering department. He
went studied abroad in 1983 and received M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in electrical engineering from the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 1985 and 1989, respectively. After graduated, he joined Electric
Power Research Institute (EPRI) Power Electronics Applications Center as the Senior Engineer and
Manager. From 1993, he worked with the Oak Ridge National Laboratory as the Power Electronics
Lead Scientist. In 1996, he switched to academia and joined Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University (Virginia Tech) Electrical and Computer Engineering Department. Currently he is James S.
Tucker Endowed Chair Professor and Director of Future Energy Electronics Center (FEEC).

Dr. Lai held Visiting Professorship of Nanyang Technological University (NTU-Singapore) Electrical
and Electronic Engineering (EEE) Department from 2015 to 2022 and Visiting Chair Professorship of
National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU) International Semiconductor Technology (ICST)
from 2018 to present. With NYCU, he received Yushan Fellowship from Taiwan Ministry of Education
in 2019. Since 2023, he has been appointed as a Fulbright Specialist by the US Fulbright Program.

Dr. Lai was an editor of IEEE Journal of Emerging and Selected Topics in Power Electronics. He
served as the General Chair for more than 10 IEEE conferences including the founding chair of
International Future Energy Challenge (IFEC) in 2001 and Applied Power Electronics Conference and
Exposition (APEC) in 2005. He published more than 520 refereed technical papers and received more
than 30 U.S. patents in the area of high power electronics and their applications. His Google citation
is over 43900 with H-index of 89.

He received numerous awards including a Technical
Achievement Award in 1995-Lockheed Martin Award Night and
2016-IEEE Gerald Kliman Innovation Award. His student teams
won grand prizes in 2009 TI Engibous Analog Design
Competition and 2011 IEEE International Future Energy
Challenge. In 2016 Google Little Box Challenge, his team won
the Top 3 Finalist among 2000+ international teams. His
international team won grad prize in TECO Net-Zero
Competition in 2024.

Dr. Lai became IEEE Fellow in 2007 and is now an IEEE Life
Fellow. He was recently elevated to the Fellow of National
Academy of Inventors (NAI)




